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A shady market in scientific papers mars Iran’s
rise in science

Richard
Stone
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Publisher pulls 58 articles by Iranian scientists over
authorship manipulation

Cull of papers follows similar discoveries in 2015.
Ewen Callaway
01 Movember 2016 | Clarified: 03 Movember 2016

"'1, Rights & Permissions

A tranche of 58 articles authored by 282 Iran-based researchers were retracted today by a leading
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Lesson not learned: Researchers copied a master’s thesis — twice Join 14,035 other subscribers
without comments
Subscri
A material science journal has retracted a paper after learning the authors took most of
the content from a master’s the — and added the author as a co-author without his

knowledge Construction

and Building
The authors must have really liked this thesis - they lost another paper in 2015 fo
copying from the same document.

Both retracted articles were co-authored by three researchers in the Department of Civil

Engineering at Shahid Rajaee Teacher Training University in Tehran, Iran. The first author,

Saeed Ghaffarpour Jahromi, serves as the University's Dean Faculty in the School of
Engineering.

. a professor in the Department of Chemistry at Queens University in Kingston, Ontario, told
Retraction Watch that he had notified both journals about the plagiarism when he recognized the thesis of
Benjamin James Smith, who was a master's student in his lab from 1998 to 2000. Hesp told us: Read the rest
of this entry »
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